BUREAU COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
June 2, 2026


DIRECTORS PRESENT: Mike Thacker, Bill Gebeck, Todd Sears, Rod Grunloh, Jim May

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None

DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT: Becca Taylor - RC, Ashley Wallace - AC 

NRCS PERSONNEL PRESENT: Richard Rappley – NRS, Morgan Smith – SC

Call to Order: Mike called the meeting to order at 8:18a.m.

Guests: None

Approval of Minutes: Rod made a motion to approve the April/May minutes. Bill seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Bills: Mike made a motion to approve the open bills. Jim seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Timesheets: Todd made a motion to approve the April/May timesheets. Rod seconded; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget & Finance: Ashley submitted the funding applications for operations money and PFC/I-Cover money through Amplifund.

Education & Outreach: Spring sales were a big success: 44 tree customers, 36 fish customers and over 60 native plant customers. Co-hosting Lady Landowner Seminar with Farm Bureau on 6/29. 

Natural Areas: Gator donated to Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center in Oregon, IL. 

Personnel: Harley Blair started in late May as the summer intern. Doing an outstanding job getting the natural areas in shape.

CORRESPONDENCE: None.

BUSINESS

PFC: Accepting applications for new projects. 

SSRP: There has been a halt on new projects. 

CRP: Status reviews.

CPRG: Becca will complete the 5% spot checks this week.

CREP: Surveys wrapped up; moving into the closing process.

Seeding Service: Fall 2026 signup is open. 

Vegetative Filter Strips: None.

Zonings: 4 reports; see June report. No major concerns. Mike made a motion to approve the 4 reports. Jim seconded; motion carried. 

Equipment Purchase: Becca will be ordering 2 new trail cams for Warnecke, as was previously approved. Several maintenance issues on the drills this spring. Mike made a motion to increase the drill rental minimum to $100 and $20/acre for Bureau County residents; $25/acre for other counties. Rod seconded; motion carried. Board also discussed trading in the drills more often to see if that will help the maintenance issues that keep arising.

Whitver Farm: No updates.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mike made a motion to enter E.S. at 8:45, Rod seconded. While in E.S., discussion was had on office personnel issues. Rod made a motion to exit E.S. at 9:06, Mike seconded. 

NEW BUSINESS

Scholarship Recipient: Ashley will email the top applications to the board this week in order to finalize the decision.

Prairie Chickens: Discussion was had on viability of prairie chicken habitat in this area.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting: Drills; salaries/contracts.

Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for July 7 at 8:15am.

Adjournment: Mike adjourned the meeting at 9:11am. 











Minutes drafted and submitted by Ashley Wallace

